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asked, is the use of devoting so much effort to improving
individuals by means of the environment, when such
improvements perish with them and have to be wrought
all over again upon their children ? Is it not better to
lay out the time and money in the operations of selec-
tive breeding, when the improvements that are attained
are inherited and become the inalienable property of the
race for all time ? And back comes the rejoinder from
objectors: Are you certain that your biology is correct
and complete? Are you aware that your attempt to
control human evolution is to take upon yourself a re-
sponsibility greater by far than any that has ever before
confronted mankind ? Have you reflected that, where
the consequences of your action for evil or for good will
be so infinitely mighty, any flaw in your fundamental
principles may entail consequences proportionately disas-
trous ?

It is in these directions that political philosophy is
widening out. If Mill lived too early to give us the
benefit of his direct advice upon them, he nevertheless
has cleared the way indirectly for their solution. And
this he has done in two ways: negatively, by helping to
dissipate the cloud of ignorance and prejudice in which
so many political problems in his time were steeped ;
positively, by setting a standard of freedom of thought,
and earnest seeking after truth, that must for long con-
tinue to inspire succeeding thinkers. It may be possible
to find philosophers of more powerful genius than Mill;
it may be possible to find philosophers of more steady
emotional balance ; but I believe it would be altogether
impossible to name any philosopher who has had the
welfare of humanity so deeply at heart, or who has laid
himself out so consistently and unsparingly in labouring
for the progress of his fellow-men.
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